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In contrast to the glnbal turg#fin the social scignces in the 1990s, there has

recently been signs of a, ‘lanetary turn’ that is more sensitive to the
dynamism of the Farth system, not- least  in* response to the growing
awareness of ¢ anthrnpngenm cl;nﬁatE B'FIME and the idea of the
Anthropocene. But what would it mean to take the planet seriously in social
thought - not justias a stable hackdrnp for social life, or even just as
imposing practical limits on what jt is pnssﬁle for social lite to do, but as
providing, in its capacity fnrgelf differentiation, the enabling and shaping
conditions far sumal life itself?: In this talk | will set out the idea of
‘planetary social thuuught that N|gE| Clark; aud | have been developing over
the past few years. | will explain alir appr;"lh' to ‘analysing social life as
just one phennmennn prnduclid by a self- urng‘ :ISII'IQ planet over deep time;

discuss the way that this apprnach invalves nagntmtmg between different
ways of knowing develnped by thg natural SCiences, social sciences and
humanities - and in non-western Eulture'j" ! thne&nur two key concepts of
‘planetary mu|t|p|||:|ty and Ea;thly multitug By anr:l use a few examples to
illustrate how thls way of thmkmg can prnwde ‘Ew&agnnses of the present
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